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refugees at the border, helping to find temporary
housing and mobilising a generous outpouring of
donations that include food and other essentials.
Eugen and his team have been a critical
networking hub for this wider response, as well as a
physical presence at the border since people
started arriving.

“I think it's so important for us to make sure that we
are involved where God's heart is. In the Old
Testament, God tells us to receive the foreigner and
to take care of him.”

“And He teaches us in the New Testament as well
that it's important that we do for others what we
want them to do,” Eugen explained. “So that's why
we want to respond to these needs.”

OM has set up a circus tent at the largest border
crossing from Ukraine into Moldova, where
thousands of people pass through every day. The
space provides an opportunity for people to step in
out of the elements, which range from driving snow
and chilly winds to mild spring weather.

Many cross the border on foot, having been driven
as close as cars or buses can make it before the
immigration line begins. Some days, the cars
waiting to cross the border stretch 14km back into
Ukraine, leaving people to walk that distance if they
are not planning to drive across.

Families drag their rolling suitcases or duffel bags
along while helping their children continue
towards safety in Moldova. By the time they join the
line at the border, they are exhausted. The hot
drinks, snacks, water and benches in the OM tent
offer respite for the weary and OM team members
engage individuals in conversation, sharing the
gospel, praying for them, answering questions and
offering a listening ear.

Eugen keeps the needs of those arriving in mind as
he coordinates logistics, networks with national
churches and missions leaders, and inspires his

team of over 70 people to serve. He hopes that
those passing through the tent will ask: “Who are
you? Why are you helping us?’ And see that this is
God'’s love being shown to them.” He recalled his
own journey of searching for God and wanting
more than he had known.

A life changed

Growing up in Moldova, where the Orthodox church
is the predominant religion, Eugen experienced

a fear of hell which propelled him into the church in
his rural community. He recounted, “kneeling
before an icon and praying, but all of a sudden it
felt that it wasn't the right thing to do. And | [turned]
towards the window, to look at the sky and pray.”

At 14, Eugen was invited to attend a New Years
service at his grandmother’s evangelical church.
There he experienced the joy of the body of Christ in
worship together. During that visit, he attended
several of the daily church services and heard more
about the relationship he could have with Jesus.
After a month, he was confident that he needed
Jesus and made a commitment to follow Him.

When Eugen returned to school, even his teachers
noted a difference in him and asked about it. He
told them that he had begun attending an
evangelical church. In Moldova, the orthodox
believers are suspicious of anyone evangelical yet,
his changed behaviour made an impact. Eugen'’s
younger brother joined him at youth group and
soon after his mother also chose to follow Jesus.

As he grew older, Eugen developed his love for
sports into a ministry platform. As a football coach,
he included bible studies and prayer into the
programme. He was invited to serve at an OM
sports event as a referee and, after participating in
several of those events, he saw the opportunity to
reach more people across his country by stepping
into full-time work with OM. In this role, he could
coach and train other Jesus followers to use a
similar ministry model and impact their own
communities.



The loving hands and feet of Christ

Now, as the country leader for OM in Moldova,
Eugen continues to look for the right approaches to
ministry in each context. With a deep
understanding of the culture and people, he has
adapted and changed the work to focus on those
who have no church presence in their community
or access to the body of Christ.

In the past few years, small teams travelled to rural
communities, where they used a variety of methods
to demonstrate and speak about the love that
Jesus has for others. When the Ukraine crisis

began in mid-February, Eugen saw it as another
clear opportunity to be the loving hands and feet of
Christ to those arriving.

“When we see people suffering, we want to answer
the need. But more than that, because we have
Christ in us and we know that that's what Jesus
would do, we want to follow in His steps and do the
same thing: which is welcoming people, giving
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[them] a hot tea and saying this is in the name of
Jesus,” said Eugen.

It is this foundation that keeps Eugen and his
team serving at the forefront of their country —
where the needs of arriving Ukrainians are critical
and the message of hope and love just as urgent.

OM teams in Moldova and five other bordering
countries are responding to the urgent needs of
refugees. They distribute food and essential
supplies, coordinate housing options, and network
with a wide array of volunteers to serve the needs
of many.

This story was originally published in the OM UK
website:
www.uk.om.org/blog/living-out-gods-love-
at-the-moldovan-border



https://www.uk.om.org/blog/living-out-gods-love-at-the-moldovan-border

Began in 1957
by George Verwer.

Today - OM is working in 110+ countries
to see vibrant communities of Jesus
followers among the least reached.

Update on funding:

1) Ukraine - Russia War

Because of your faithful and generous giving to the mission fund, FBC was able to support OM's relief efforts for
those fleeing the Ukraine — Russia war. Click on the thumbnail or link below for an update on the relief work at
the borders of Moldova and Poland.

video link: https://vimeo.com/688680461

(or click the video thumbnail to watch)

2) Sahel

The Sahel is home to the densest cluster of people groups in Africa without access to the good news of who
Jesus is and what He’s done for us. Scattered across the southern borders of the Sahara, the people of the Sahel
belong to diverse tribes spread across the national borders of Mali, Burkina Faso, Chad, Mauritania, Niger,
Nigeria, Eritreq, Ethiopia, Senegal and Sudan. The people living in this 5,000-kilometre belt of land face many
difficulties, including violence by extremist groups, ongoing drought and economic insecurity.

Very few Jesus followers live in the Sahel; indeed, in the eastern
regions, Christians make up less than 4% of the local population.
Being Muslim defines the lifestyles and identities of many in the
Sahel, and the gospel message faces pressure from cultural and
political authorities.
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But through Jesus, the Sahel has hope. By the power of the Holy
Spirit, Christ’s followers are equipping and sending teams of
same- and near-culture believers to make disciples in the Sahel.
There are many opportunities to also share Jesus’ love video link: https://vimeo.com/577341681
practically and promote human flourishing through relief and (or click the video thumbnail to watch)
development programs.
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PrayerSpotlight

June 12, 2022 Specific Ways to Pray for the Sahel
The Greatest

Commandment . :
(Matthew 22:23-46) 1. That more Jesus followers around the world will be praying for the Sahel.

B\ PREACHER
i f’{, Lee Yee Dian 2. That God would show us, too, how we might join His work in this place.

June 19, 2022 3. That Christians sent out from across Africa to reach the peoples of the

Twin Plagues of the i i
Church Hypocrisy and Sahel would be showered with support, both in prayer and funds.

Legalism
(Matthew 23:1-36) 4. That Christian response to ongoing humanitarian crises would be gospel-

centred and Holy Spirit-empowered.

June 26, 2

The Christian
Government: Giving to
Caesar

(Matthew 22:15-22;

Romans 13:1-7)

PREACHER
v~ Dr Peter Ng

July 3, 2022
Family in Genesis Series

PREACHER
Arnold Lim
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